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Attached herewith is the latest safety update on drospirenone-containing oral contraceptives. lf
physicians, pharmacists or other healthcare professionals suspect any kind of adverse reaction
subsequent to the use of the above or any other medication, please report through any of the following
methods :
o Online - http://www.ssm.gov.mo/design/webservices/c_wservices_main.htm
o Mail to - 51 Avenidado Sidonio Pais, Edificio China Plaza,2"d Floor, Macao S.A.R., China
o Fax to - 853-285U016
The report form can be collected in person at Department of Pharmaceutical Affairs or downloaded
from the website designated as http://www.ssm.gov.mo/design/services/serpt_chn.pdf. Should you
have any query, please contact Ms. Beatrice Young or Mr. Jeffrey Lam at 8598-3517 or 8598-3439
respectively from the Division of Pharmacovigilance and Pharmacoeconomics during office hours. In
case of urgent situations during off hours, please call 63009255.

Thanking you in advance for your attention!

#w+ff i  f f i f f i .F
Chief, Department of Pharmaceutical Affairs
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Two recent articles in the British Medical Journal reported a two to three fold gleater risk of venous

thromboembolic eVents (VTE, such as deep vein thrombosis (DVT) and pulmonary embolism (PE)) in

women using oral contraceptives containing drospirenone rather than levonorgestrel. Drospirenone is a

type of progestin used in combination with in estrogen in oral contraceptives. The United Food and Drug

,q.iministrfion @SFDA) is evaluating the conflicting results from these studies to fully assess the risks

and benefits of drospirenone-containing birth control pills. Currently, Division of Pharmacovigilance and

would like to advise physicians, pharmacists and health professionals that:

1. continue to foliow the recommendations in the drug labels when prescribing oral contraceptive

products that contain drospirenonel
2. discuss the known benefits and potential risks of drospirenone-containing products with your patients;

3. educate your patients to recognize the signs and symptoms of DVT and PE, and tell them to

immediately contact their physician if they develop any of these symptoms'

Note : The dfospirenone-containing oral contraceptives authorized for distribution in the Macao market

include Angeliq Tab, Yasmin Tab and Yaz Tab.
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